Chilterns Conservation Board
AONB BOUNDARY CHANGE PROPOSAL - SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE
South Oxfordshire; 90 km2 South West of M40, 67 km2 North East M40 - Total Area 157 km2
Landscape Character
1. The existing AONB boundary currently follows the line of the Chiltern escarpment, from
Wallingford to Princes Risborough, but includes none of the land at the base of the escarpment
that provides both the historic and landscape setting for this important feature - one of the most
important 'Special Qualities' of the AONB. The proposed area would extend the boundary to
roughly follow the route of the A329, A418 and A4129, including the historic market town of
Thame, in order to ensure the protection of this important setting.
2. The majority of the proposed area lies within the Upper Thames Clay Vales NCA, with a small
area of the South Eastern boundary being within the Chilterns NCA.
3. The proposed area has a distinct landscape character that contrasts with and enhances the
existing adjacent AONB; rather than the mostly wooded, hilly terrain of the Chiltern
escarpment, the proposed area is made up of a broad belt of open, gently undulating open
farmland. Hedgerows, mature field and hedgerow trees are a main feature, along with small
copses and pockets of woodland, whilst many watercourses, fringed with willow or poplar, run
through the area.
4. The proposed area is bisected by the M40, the main transport corridor to cross the area, whilst
a network of quieter A and B roads serve as links between the various small towns and
villages. The area is also criss-crossed by many footpaths and recreational paths including
Shakespeare's Way, the Oxfordshire Way, as well as sections of the Ridgeway National Trail
on the current AONB boundary.
5. Agriculture and woodland are the predominant land uses, along with recreational land use (e.g.
horsiculture, golf courses, etc) and parkland (Thame Park, Ascott Park and Shirburn Castle).
Landscape quality
8. There are significant areas of high quality, well managed landscape, with the inevitable small
pockets where management is less evident and quality has suffered as a consequence. This
area retains an array of important designated sites including ancient woodlands Sights of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), registered battlefields and registered parks and gardens.
9. The landscape quality varies across the area, however significant areas of high quality
landscape remain. Inevitably the M40, as a major transport corridor has a significant impact in
places on the landscape quality and intactness. However, away from the M40 corridor the
undulating nature of the terrain helps to limit the extent of the impacts and create more intimate
views. However, most of the areas of highest landscape value are fragmented and would
benefit from more co-ordinated management.
Scenic quality
10. Areas of open farmland and gentle rolling hills, dotted with small woodlands and copses, lends
this whole area a beauty of itself; a virtually unspoiled landscape that is appreciated by
thousands of people each year. It is this scenic quality that provides the breath-taking views
that are seen from the Chiltern escarpment, and which also provide an important and
contrasting setting to the escarpment itself - one of the Chiltern AONBs main 'special qualities'.

Relative wildness
11. The area is bisected by the M40 and bordered by the A329, with the market town of Thame
sited on the Northern border. Nonetheless, the majority of the area is composed of open
farmland and tracts of semi-natural habitat, woodland and areas of scenic beauty where it is
easy to get a sense of relative wildness. The countryside has remained virtually unchanged for
several hundred years and, placed as it is in the centre of a triangle formed by Oxford,
Aylesbury and High Wycombe, acts as an important retreat from nearby urban areas.
Relative tranquillity
12. The M40 corridor inevitably has an impact on levels of tranquillity in parts of the area. Away
from the transport corridors there are however more tranquil areas of open farmland, woodland
and parkland.
Natural heritage features
13. Geology. Low-lying clay-based flood plain with superficial deposits, including alluvium and
gravel terraces, spread over the area, creating gently undulating topography. The Upper
Jurassic and Cretaceous clays and the wet valley bottoms give rise to enclosed pasture,
contrasting with the more settled, open, arable lands of the gravel.
16. Woodland: - including ancient woodland. Whilst the area is predominantly open farmland it
still contains large pockets of woodpasture and many small pockets of deciduous woodland,
many of which are classes as ancient woodland.
17. Biodiversity - priority habitat/SSSIs. The area contains a mix of good quality priority habitat
including semi-improved grassland, lowland meadows, deciduous woodland, woodpasture and
parkland. There are also traditional orchard sites in the vicinity of Warborough. Statutory sites
include Spartum Fen (SSSI) and Knightsbridge Lane (SSSI). Some of these areas are
important core locations for Oxfordshire's Nature Recovery Network and opportunities to
enhance ecological connectivity would be increased by their inclusion within the AONB.
Cultural heritage
15. Historic sites. The area has a significant number of historic sites, notably 3 historic parks and
gardens, a Registered Battlefield (Chalgrove), the historic and relatively unspoiled market
town of Thame and many small villages and hamlets that have remained largely unchanged
for centuries and which contain large numbers of listed buildings protected in local
conservation areas. It also contains features such as historic churches, such as the Grade 1
listed 13th Century church of St Andrews (Wheatfield), and what is widely regarded as one of
the finest remaining examples of a stone tower windmill in England (Great Haseley).

Support
20. Many encouraging initial indications of support for consideration of this area as AONB has
been received from Parish Councils within the proposed area and from local County
Councillors.
Capt. Richard M St J Sheehan MRCVS
rickysheehan@hotmail.com
October 2021

Annex(es):
A. Map of Proposed Boundary Change.
B. SSSIs.
C. Priority Habitat and Ancient Woodland.
D. Registered Parks, Gardens and Battlefields
E. Listed Buildings.
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MAP OF PROPOSED BOUNDARY CHANGE
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PRIORITY HABITAT AND ANCIENT WOODLAND
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REGISTERED PARKS, GARDENS AND BATTLEFIELDS

Crown Copyright and database rights 2021. Ordnance Survey 100022861.

Listed Buildings

0

km

1.5

Projection = O SGB36
xmin = 454100
ymin = 191500
xmax = 483800
ymax = 205600

II*

II

I

3

Listed Buildings (England)

Legen d

Map produced by MAGIC on 28 September, 2021.
map
the
and
suppliers
data
the
with
resides
Copyright
must not be reproduced without their permission. Some information
in MAGIC is a snapshot of the information that is being maintained or
Please
organisation.
originating
the
by
updated
continually
refer to the metadata for details as information may be
illustrative or representative rather than definitive at this stage.

ANNEX E
LISTED BUILDINGS

