Swere Valley and Upper Stour CTA (Conservation Target Area)
The Swere Valley from Barford St Michael to its source south east of Great Rollright. The area
includes tributary valleys extending west of Hook Norton and then north across the watershed
to the valleys and quarries at Sibford Ferris where the source of the River Stour is found.
Joint Character Area: Cotswolds
Landscape Types: Farmland Slopes and Valley Sides to the west and River Meadowlands to
the east.
Geology: The valley has a complex geology with siltstones and mudstone, the iron rich
limestone, known as Marlstone Rockbed, oolitic and Chipping Norton limestones. These latter
two limestones are particularly prominent at South Newington, along the main Swere Valley
south west of Hook Norton and in the area of the Upper Stour. East of Hook Norton, alluvium is
found alongside the River.
Topography: To the east there is a wide valley with gently sloping sides. Further west the
valley and that of the tributaries and the Stour are narrower with steeper banks.
Area of CTA:
Biodiversity:
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

1274 hectares

Lowland meadow: This is largely found on the banks on the mudstone and is often quite
acidic in nature. In places though it is quite calcareous in nature, reflecting the complex
geology. On some sites small flushes are found in association with the lowland meadow
habitat. The main sites are between South Newington and Hook Norton, Another site is
found at Berryfields Farm, to the west of Hook Norton. Remnants are found in some
riverside meadows including a field near Barford.
Limestone grassland: The main concentration is found west of Swerford. These include Hook
Norton Bank and Cutting SSSI as well as a road verge near Walk Farm. Further areas are
found in the Upper Stour area on banks and in disused quarries.
Swamp and fen. Swamp habitat is found in a number of sites along the base of the valley
including in the old river channel at Wigginton, at South Newington, Cradle Farm, in an old
pond at Priory Mill and near Swerford. Rush and sedge dominated flushes are found on
banks amongst lowland meadow habitat.
Wet Woodland: a few small areas are present including an area at Priory Mill.
Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland: Restricted to a few small sites at South Newington,
west of Swerford and at Priory Mill. Scrubby secondary woodland is also found in the old
quarries in the area of the Upper Stour.
Other habitat: Eutrophic standing water at Lambs Pool and parkland at Swerford Park.
Species: The Swere west of Swerford has a good population of white-clawed crayfish.
Geological Interest: Hook Norton Banks and Cutting SSSI includes a geological SSSI while
one of the quarries at Temple Mills is a Local Geological Site.

Access: Hook Norton Railway Cutting and Lambs Pool are nature reserves.
Oxfordshire Biodiversity Action Plan Targets associated with this CTA:
1. Lowland meadow – management1, restoration and creation.
2. Fen (and swamp) – management and restoration.
3. Limestone (lowland calcareous) grassland – management, restoration and creation
(particularly on the steep banks).
4. Wet woodland (adjoining the rivers) and lowland mixed deciduous woodland management

5. Rivers – management (resource protection of the high quality limestone rivers, including
the tufa deposits; protection, management and monitoring of white-clawed crayfish).
6. Arable field margins (and arable in-field options) – management and creation
(with particular emphasis on arable wildflowers and farmland birds on arable fields and
margins).
7. Hedgerows – management and creation.
1

“Management” implies both maintaining the quantity, and maintaining and improving the quality of existing BAP habitat and
incorporates the following target definitions: “Maintaining extent” and “Achieving Condition”.
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