Ray CTA (Conservation Target Area)
The alluvial floodplain of the River Ray extending along a number of small tributary streams and
including some areas of land between these streams. This area extends into Buckinghamshire. The
area extends onto the clay to included known areas of wet grassland and the main areas of ridge
and furrow.
Joint Character Area: Thames and Avon Vales
Landscape Types: Alluvial Lowland with some areas of Clay Vale.
Geology: Mainly alluvium along the Ray. Alluvium is also present in narrow bands along the small
streams and there are Oxford Clay mudstones away from the streams and river.
Topography. Flat riverside land.

Area of CTA:

2423 hectares

Biodiversity:
•

Lowland Meadow. The key habitat in this area. It is found in a number of SSSIs and Local
Wildlife Sites mainly at least partly on the alluvium. North-west of Blackthorn Hill there is a
larger group of meadows which are largely on the Oxford Clay. Remnants of this habitat are
found elsewhere especially between Bicester and Blackthorn Hill and in some meadows in
Buckinghamshire including BBOWT’s recent addition to their Upper Ray Meadows Reserve at
Leaches Farm.
• Wet Grassland/Floodplain Grazing Marsh. Wet grassland is found in meadows along with
lowland meadow habitat with remnants elsewhere. Parts of the BBOWT Upper Ray Reserves
have been restored to floodplain grazing marsh.
• Hedgerows. Some rich and well structured hedgerows with brown and black hairstreak.
• Ponds at Leaches Farm BBOWT reserve.
• Other Species: true fox sedge is found in a number of sites in the area.
Access: Largely restricted to bridleways and footpaths. There are a number of BBOWT nature
reserves. Dorothy Bolton Meadow & Leaches Meadow currently have no public access, whilst Long
Herdon & Grange are accessed via a public footpath. Access routes to a further two BBOWT
reserves at Cow Leys and Leaches Farm are by existing public footpaths.
Archaeology: Extensive ridge and furrow.
Oxfordshire Biodiversity Action Plan Targets associated with this CTA:
1. Lowland meadow – management1, restoration and creation (with a focus on MG4 hay
meadows).
2. Floodplain grazing marsh - management, restoration and creation (with a focus on breeding
waders).
3. Reedbed – creation.
4. Ponds – creation (particularly of pond complexes).
5. Hedgerows – management (good management of existing hedgerows on short and longterm rotation, which will benefit brown and black hairstreaks and other wildlife).
6. Rivers – management and restoration (resource protection of watercourses to maintain and
improve water quality).
1

“Management” implies both maintaining the quantity, and maintaining and improving the quality of existing BAP habitat and
incorporates the following target definitions: “Maintaining extent” and “Achieving Condition
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