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People and Nature – Making Connections
Wild Oxfordshire’s ‘Year of the Pollinator’

Counting the pollinators, May 2018
© Clare Mowbray

Over the years, I’ve found pollinators
Scheme (www.ceh.ac.uk/our-science/
to be a way of engaging with all
projects/pollinator-monitoring).
audiences: everyone likes ‘bees and
There are at least 1,500 species of
butterflies’ and no one wants to live
pollinating insects in the UK. The best
in a world without their favourite
known, the domesticated honey bee,
fruit and vegetables. This makes it
is just one of these species and lives
easier to talk about their needs and
in hives managed by beekeepers. The
improving habitats
remaining species, spread
at a landscape,
across the bees, wasps,
It is so lovely to be able
parish or garden
flies, hoverflies, beetles,
level.
moths and butterflies,
to meet up with others
On a beautiful
are wild pollinators. This
and share their passion
sunny day in May,
means that they have no
as the hawthorn
one to feed them when
blossom was in full bloom, we
they are hungry, treat them when they
hosted a day’s pollinator training
become diseased, or provide a clean,
by entomologist and biological
predator proof home that is not going
recorder, Martin Harvey. Twenty
to be raked, sprayed with chemicals,
enthusiastic participants learned to
mown or removed by pest controllers.
distinguish between the bees (honey,
They thrive in diverse and high quality
bumble, solitary) and the flies, wasps,
flower-rich, pesticide-free habitats that
butterflies, moths and beetles. They
include undisturbed areas for shelter
then found out how to use their
and nesting.
new found skills to contribute to the
Many local communities will already
National Pollinator Monitoring
have some areas that are very good

“

for pollinators, such as hedgerows and
churchyards. These act as refuges in an
otherwise inhospitable landscape. The
most important thing you can do is to
recognise these areas, protect them,
enhance them, expand them and then
work to link them to other similar areas.
Another sunny day in July saw over
50 volunteers from Local Environment
Groups learn more about bees, their
foraging range, habitats, preferred food
sources and the best ways of creating
good pollinator habitats. We are grateful
to the many experts who gave their
time: Ivan Wright (Shotover Wildlife),
Gill Perkins (Bumblebee Conservation
Trust), James Gillies (100 meadows),
Vicky Robinson (Natural England) and
many more.
There really was a buzz about
the day, and so much enthusiasm
and knowledge under one roof. The
questions came thick and fast, and the
importance of allowing the opportunity
for networking during the breaks
was evident; one delegate said: “It is
so lovely to be able to meet up with
others and share their passion. I was
feeling a bit alone waging the war for
pollinators in my parish. I shall go back
re-invigorated”.
We sincerely hope that these
representatives of 16 groups, seven
parish councils and other organisations
are currently planning how to put what
they learned into practice next year.

Roselle Chapman, Community Ecologist

”

Buff-tailed bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) queen on
borrage © Roselle Chapman
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Getting busy to help bees
Bumblebee-friendly border at Chipping
Norton Health Centre © Craig Blackwell

Sowing the seeds for bees

“

In 2015, Bladon
BVHRC to buy the seed
A stunning display
Village Hall
and save the future of the
and Recreation
meadow.
of flowers filled the
Committee (BVHRC)
The meadow’s first
landscape and attracted
was able to purchase
year, 2018, was a huge
all kinds of insects,
a large field close
success. A stunning
to Bladon’s church
display of flowers
including plenty of bees!
and primary school,
filled the landscape
which could be
and attracted all kinds
turned into a Recreation Ground for the
of insects, including plenty of bees!
village. The villagers planned a children’s
Villagers of all ages were thrilled
playground, multi-use games area, small
with the transformation of this once
football pitch, community orchard and
ecologically sparse area into a feast for
a wildflower meadow. The land was
the senses and for wildlife.
leased to the Parish Council, and with
During the summer, there was a
the help of a grant from WREN, work
problem with the emergence of wild
started in the autumn of 2017.
oats, but the meadow has now had its
Enthusiastic community volunteers
first cut, and it is hoped that the grasses
from the village and BVHRC kept a close
will not overwhelm the flowers next
eye on the appropriate preparation of
season. The fruit trees in the community
the ground for the meadow, and were
orchard, planted and cared for by
quick to respond to the Parish Council
volunteers, are looking good – all have
when they decided they could not
survived so far. Their blossom will add
afford the wildflower seed and would
to the diversity of habitat for pollinators,
replace the wildflower meadow with
and it is hoped that some bee hives will
ordinary grass seeding. Fortunately, the
be situated nearby soon.
Wychwood Project came to the rescue
with a grant of £400, which enabled
Gillian Forrest, Chair, BVHRC
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before...
Bladon Meadow before sowing the
wildflowers © Gillian Forrest
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...and after
Bladon Meadow after sowing the
wildflowers © Gillian Forrest

Helping bumblebees
In the wider countryside, many species
of bumblebee are in decline. However,
the good news is that some are thriving in
urban situations, particularly where there
are abundant sources of pollen and nectar.
Over the past couple of years, I
have worked closely with Chipping
Norton Health Centre to establish a new
bumblebee-friendly herbaceous border. I
took advice from the local garden centre
about the layout and choice of flowering
plants. These included Pulmonaria for new
queens emerging in the spring, followed
by a succession of summer-flowering
herbs, such as marjoram, hyssop and
catmint.
The border is now well established
and has been successfully maintained by a
dozen volunteers from the local Green Gym.
Overall, the project has been a great
success for people and bees! All the
common species of bumblebee have
been recorded, including tree, carder
and red-tailed. It has caught the eye of
busy people too. Engrossed in his phone,
one businessman stopped in his tracks

case studies presented at the Local Environment Groups Conference
showing how communities are helping pollinators on their patch

Local nature reserve blooms

s brings benefits
to ask about the border. I mentioned the
bumblebee connection and he thought it
was a wonderful idea. If we can attract the
attention of people as they go about their
everyday lives, then hopefully the message
about saving our bees will spread.
As part of the project, we have
erected an interpretative board. As a
result, visitors to the Health Centre not
only enjoy the colourful border, but
discover more about bumblebee ecology
at the same time. It is hoped they will be
sufficiently enthused to replicate parts of
the border in their own gardens.
In addition, our local NHS Trust is
currently considering the potential health
benefits of establishing similar borders on
other parts of their estate.
I am very grateful to both the Health
Centre and TOE for their support.
Craig Blackwell, Retired County Ecologist
Help bees: www.wildoxfordshire.
org.uk/communities/resources

Once a former refuse dump for Oxford
City, The Kidneys Nature Park is a
restored wildlife site and open public
space nestled by the River Thames
in East Oxford. Managed by Oxford
City Council, working together with
voluntary community groups, this
beautiful nature park is enjoyed by
many different people.
In 2013, as part of the national Bee
Cause campaign to reverse bee decline,
Oxford Friends of the Earth created a
100 m2 wildflower patch, dubbed the
‘Oxford Bee World’, in the large grass
meadow at The Kidneys. The site was
initially prepared by volunteers over a
couple of weekends and fondly called
‘bee boot camp’. Grass was removed
using a powered turf cutter and
mechanical rotavation, ready to sow
wildflower seeds in early May.
Five years later, a huge variety
of wildflowers thrive in this patch,
including yellow rattle, bird’s-foottrefoil, lady’s bedstraw, yarrow, common
knapweed, dandelion, selfheal, ox-eye
daisy and meadow buttercup. The patch
is left uncut until October, allowing the
flowers to continue to seed.
So wildflowers are thriving at The
Kidneys, but what about the bees?
Last year, wild bee expert, Ivan Wright,
conducted a survey of bees at The

The wildflower patch at The Kidneys © Fiona Tavner

Kidneys from April to October. Ivan
recorded nine species of bumblebee
and 20 species of solitary bee on
flowers in the main wildflower patch. He
concluded that the sown wildflowers are
of considerable benefit to bumblebees,
but of limited benefit to solitary bees.
These findings reinforce that
wildflower density and diversity are
important to sustain many different
bee species from spring to autumn. In
response, we have sown more early
spring wildflowers (such as cowslip),
as well as wildflowers for solitary bees
(such as field scabious).
We thank Friends of Aston’s Eyot,
Shotover Wildlife, Oxford City Council
and Oxford Friends of the Earth for their
continued support of this initiative.
Fiona Tavner, Oxford Friends of the Earth

Thank you!

This year, we’ve welcomed new supporters to Wild Oxfordshire:
• ‘Keep it Green for Oxfordshire’ is Beanbags Coffee’s campaign
to promote the use of reusable coffee cups, to tackle the
current wasteful single-use culture. We are hugely grateful that
they have chosen to support Wild Oxfordshire through this
campaign, raising over £600. If you want to sell cups and raise
money for Wild Oxfordshire then please get in touch.
• Smiths (Bletchington) for supporting the Local Environment Groups
Conference and education materials. Our new bee leaflet is a great way to
reach the general public with a simple conservation message.
• Bothy Vineyard for hosting Sculpture in the Vineyard for two weeks.
• Local designer, Holly Bee, for donating profits from sales of her handcrafted bee products.
And a big thank you to all our members, supporter, funders and volunteers.
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Update from
Wild Oxfordshire
• Oxfordshire’s Biodiversity Strategy
is delivered by Conservation Target
Areas (CTAs). They are in all the
Local Plans of local authorities. We
have written to all of Oxfordshire’s
MPs and met three that were
interested to explain the importance
of CTAs, as well as Defra’s proposed
25-year plan and why it is relevant
to their constituency.
• We are in regular touch with
more than half of the 70
Community Groups in Oxfordshire,
managing approximately 1,000
ha of woodland, grassland, scrub,
wetland and water for wildlife.
• Since spring, Roselle has given
talks to eight community groups,
reaching more than 150 people on
subjects ranging from pollinators
and hedgerows to the State of
Oxfordshire’s Nature.

• We have provided advice to
three parishes writing their
Neighbourhood Plans.
• Our map of community groups
working for nature made its debut
at Oxford’s Big Green Fair where we
challenged visitors to add new sites.
Visit our website to see all the groups:
www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/map

contact us
Ann Berkeley, Project Coordinator
ann@wildoxfordshire.org.uk
Clare Mowbray, Communications
Officer
clare@wildoxfordshire.org.uk
Roselle Chapman, Community
Ecologist
roselle@wildoxfordshire.org.uk
Sian Liwicki, Chair of Trustees
sian@bothyvineyard.co.uk
Social icon
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Follow us on Facebook and
Twitter: @WildOxfordshire

Sian Liwicki, Chair of Wild Oxfordshire

• Phase 1 of the Natural Flood
Management Project was
completed last winter. The new
bunds have helped to improve the
biodiversity of the area; 22,735 trees
have been planted; half a hectare
of wildflower meadow has been
established; and 18 volunteers have
planted marginal plants like irises.
The Project was showcased at the
Wychwood Fair.
• Two PhD students have started
monitoring the effects of the
Natural Flood Management
Project. Supervised by CEH, they
will be looking at water quality and
hydrology in the light of the changes
made to Littlestock Brook.
• The 7th Thames Waterblitz was
held over two days and involved
lots of school children and students.
Sign up to Waterblitz: https://ewgis.
org/waterblitz-analysis/
• The bulletin now reaches more
than 1,600 readers! Sign up on our
website and encourage friends,
family and colleagues to join us.
Find out more about our work:
www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk
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Visited and checked signage at the 10 Jubilee
Wildlife Sites in Oxfordshire

Little Wittenham Office: 01865 407034

Establishing a sound financial future for Wild
Oxfordshire to help our county’s wildlife has
been top of my agenda. This year, I brought
together my three passions – art, wine and
wildlife in ‘Sculpture in the Vineyard’.
It was great success, attracting more
than 4,500 visitors and buoyant sales. This
mainly outdoor event boasted 250 pieces of
sculpture from 50 different artists, many with
a wildlife angle. Ranging from gigantic pollen
to wild boar, owls to wildflowers, and panthers
to bees, these subjects inspired by nature
attracted wide-eyed awe and endearment
© XXXX
from children and adults alike.
Arguably the best-known artist was Martin Hayward-Harris. Martin’s fluid
and lively work captures iconic subjects from nature: “It has been a pleasure
to be involved in an exhibition ... it would be a sad day indeed when the only
echoes of these magnificent creatures are preserved in art, not free to roam
the countryside and enjoyed by future generations.”
Much as I loved the event, I cannot run it every year. Wild Oxfordshire
trustees and I continue to seek like-minded individuals who love and value
Oxfordshire’s wildlife to contribute to an annual fundraising target of £25,000.
On behalf of Bothy Vineyard and Wild Oxfordshire, I’d like to thank, the
sponsors of the event and the many other supporters who generously donated
or bought sculptures, or who volunteered to provide free wildlife advice at the
Wild Oxfordshire stall.

Reached more than 150 people on
subjects such as pollinators

• Thanks to the on-going support of
Hugo Brunner, we have been able
to re-visit and offer support to the
10 Jubilee Wildlife Spaces that he
was so instrumental in founding.
Covering 265 ha, these special sites
were created, and are managed, by
volunteers.

Bringing art and wildlife together
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