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People and Nature – Making Connections
Update from Wild Oxfordshire’s Chair
Sian Liwicki

As usual our work is a mix of county level strategic work and projects closer
to the ground in specific areas, but always with multiple partners. March 21st
ushered in the long-awaited State of Nature Report which is continuing to
generate a good deal of interest across Oxfordshire and beyond. We have
secured funding for, and recruited, two new members of staff in the areas of
community ecology and natural flood management. We are looking forward
to our fifth Thames Water Blitz in October. This winter, our AGM will be on
the theme of “Pollinators and the Landscape” and there promises to be a
wildlife conference for local groups.
I’ve been a passionate supporter of Wild Oxfordshire since I joined (then
ONCF) as Development Officer in 1999. Over the years we have innovated,
experimented and developed ideas, many of which were then adopted by
partner organizations. In Robin Buxton’s words, we have been “the mortar
between the bricks”. As Chair, I firmly believe that this small and nimble charity
which builds partnerships, support and communications networks and identifies
opportunities, brings significant added value. Nevertheless, the changing
economic and political climate have slowly chipped away at our funding base
and resourcing this unique style of working is proving to be challenging.
I hope that this and subsequent newsletters will give you a flavour of some
of our current work.

State of Nature in Oxfordshire
What’s so special about Oxfordshire’s
natural environment? What is its current
state and that of wildlife it supports?
Oxfordshire’s 2017 State of Nature report
is the most comprehensive review of the
current situation for wildlife across the
breadth of Oxfordshire. It covers a broad
range of different aspects of the natural
environment including the status of our
flora, fauna and land use. For over 18
months more than 60 skilled individuals
and 40 environmental and conservationfocused organizations have worked on
this report. The report highlights the
natural jewels in Oxfordshire’s crown and
considers what is currently being done,
and what could be done better, to ensure
these treasures will still be there for
future generations.

Photo: Roselle Chapman

I

t’s been a busy year so far, doing what Wild Oxfordshire does
best – connecting People and Nature and getting partners to work
synergistically to achieve solutions that benefit wildlife in our rich
and vibrant county.

Queen ‘Bombus terrestris’ on Salvia

Blenheim Palace hosted the spring
launch of the State of Nature report,
with 45 organisations attending to hear
key note speakers including Prof. David
Macdonald of WildCRU, Martin Layer
from Smiths Bletchington, and 13 year
old Alex White representing young
conservationists.
Organisations such as BBOWT have cited
it as an important document which
advocates the need to make more space
for nature in the county, and provides
an honest appraisal of our current
biodiversity resource in the face of
‘shifting baseline syndrome’.
Sian Liwicki, Chair of Trustees, for Wild
Oxfordshire, said: “Wild Oxfordshire is
delighted to have played a key role in
what has been a huge partnership effort.
The fate of the county’s nature is at a
tipping point and only the involvement
of all sectors can secure Oxfordshire’s
nature for future generations. Our aim
is for the next report to show a much
healthier picture.”
• To date over 1,000 copies have been
distributed. Download your copy from
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/
stateofnature for a printed copy email
clare@wildoxfordshire.org.uk

Evenlode Catchment Partnership
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Restoration at
Pudlicote

Placing hazel bundles in the Glyme to narrow the channel

The Evenlode Catchment is a flashy clay catchment in West Oxfordshire
that is prone to flooding in places. Over the last 4 years, thanks to funding
from the Environment Agency Hilary Philips, Wild Oxfordshire’s Biodiversity
Programme Manager, has been hosting and developing the Evenlode
Catchment Partnership. The Partnership, made up of number of interest
groups, has a shared vision for better water quality, biodiversity, flood
management and community engagement.
Over the years the Partnership has evolved, under Wild Oxfordshire’s
direction, from working on short-term small opportunist projects to longerterm, landscape scale projects. Some Evenlode Catchment Partnership
Projects include improving the habitat along sections of rivers, developing
an open air laboratory and showing local families the wildlife supported by
rivers and the surrounding countryside. To date we have raise over £50,000
for projects and partners in the catchment and recently we secured
funding for a 5 year project worth over £250,000 to deliver an innovative
demonstration Natural Flood Management Project.
• For more information on the Evenlode Catchment Partnership email
Hilary@wildoxfordshire.org.uk

Pudlicote lies across the river
Evenlode to the north-east
of Ascott-under-Wychwood.
In 2016/17 the Partnership
identified and secured funding
for a small project to improve
the habitats of the river and
surrounding fields, addressing
damage caused by past
dredging. The over-deepened
riverbed was raised using gravel,
and shallow riffles created to
provide a better habitat for
fish, invertebrates and plants.
Historic dredgings that had been
deposited on the river bank
were removed and two shallow
scrapes excavated.
Raising the riverbed in
combination with lowering the
bank should result in increased
connectivity between the river
and its floodplain. In flood events
the river flows over the bank
sooner than in the past, and
the surrounding fields store the
flood waters. Around 5 hectares
of adjacent arable land is being
converted to wet grassland that
will hold water and will be a
great place for birds such as snipe
and lapwing in years to come.
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Barbastelle bat

In the summer we held an event in Combe
to encourage local families to find out
about their nearest water body, and some
of the wildlife it supports. Oxfordshire and
North Bucks bat groups, the Oxfordshire
Mammal Group and Combe Mill Society
helped run the evening event providing an
opportunity for local families to ‘meet the
experts’ and some of the bats that use the
Evenlode as a feeding ground. Before the
event little was known about the species
of bat that use the site. Surveys revealed
a potential brown long-eared roost and
foraging soprano and common pipistrelles,
Daubenton’s, natterers, noctule and one
of the UK’s rarer bats, the barbastelle.

Before ...
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Secret creatures
of the Evenlode

... and after restoration
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Supporting
Oxfordshire’s

Photo: Roselle Chapman

Photo: Roselle Chapman

Community
Groups

Nature walk in Bure Park Nature Reserve

Roselle Chapman, Community Ecologist
sstarted as Wild Oxfordshire’s part time Community Ecologist in
AApril and I have been thrilled by the enthusiasm with which my
role has been received. This is in part a reflection on the popularity
of my predecessor but also on the need for the role. My main
aim is to support Community Conservation Groups throughout
Oxfordshire. If I don’t know the answer to the group’s questions,
then I aim to connect them with one of Wild Oxfordshire’s many
friends and partners.
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My support comes in many ways,
from help with mapping sites, writing
management plans and grant applications
to identifying species. I have suggested
ways to improve orchards for pollinators
and help amenity spaces find a balance
between providing habitat for wildlife
without appearing “messy and neglected”.
Cherwell District Council invited me to

Merton Wood products

give a guided tour around Bure Park
Nature Reserve on National Meadows
Day. We heard the many reasons
the community values the park. We
discussed how the management of
the park could be adapted to enhance
floral diversity and abundance, using
the combined resources of the Bicester
Green Gym and the council. We also

All groups aim to make the very
best of what they have. The
conversion of a soot streaked
Victorian railway tunnel in Horspath
to a wildlife haven has taken a lot
of time and money but it is vision,
ingenuity and determination that
has made real gains for wildlife.
Merton Woods Jubilee Wildlife
Space had a much less dramatic
birth in 2000 when it was bought as
a leveled site from Thames Water
for £1. The Merton Community
Woodland Group aims to provide
an amenity space, a space for
wildlife and a community wood-fuel
resource. When I visited they were
exploring options for using coppiced
material. I was delighted to see
them raising funds for the creation
of a pond by selling ingenious flatpack obelisks for sweet peas at the
Otmoor Garden Society plant sale.
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Top: Abingdon Naturalists
Above: Wildflowers at Bure Park

examined a recently sown wildlflower
meadow area, which had been created
through a generous donation by TOE2 and
the hard work of the Bicester Green Gym.
From the 15 groups I have visited so far,
I have observed a tremendous breadth
of knowledge and experience across the
county. Some groups are well established
and have achieved great things that come
with vision, patience and time, such as
the work of the Abingdon Naturalists at
Barton Fields; others are just starting out
and planting their first hedge.
Many groups have evolved through the
Parish and Neighbourhood Planning
process, where parcels of land have been
identified as having potential for nature.
I can also offer advice on the biodiversity
aspect of Parish and Neighbourhood
Plans with several towns already coming
to me for first steps advice. I am hoping
that the Neighbourhood Plan process
will continue to encourage the formation
of new community groups, which
completes a circle in my mind.
• Community Conservation Groups
are welcome to contact me for advice,
information or a site visit.
Roselle@wildoxfordshire.org.uk
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Waterblitz
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Oxfordshire’s biannual Waterblitz uses local volunteers to collect
water samples that can be used to build a more detailed picture
of Oxfordshire’s water quality over time.
Twice a year, volunteers collect water samples, record nitrate and
phosphate levels and other observations, and enter this data onto a
central website hosted by Earthwatch. The Waterblitz runs on the same
day that that scientists (from Centre for Hydrology and Ecology and the
Environment Agency) test the water quality of the length of the freshwater
Thames. The benefit of collecting this data within a 24 hour period is that
it enables comparisons to be made over time at different sites, whether
that’s a small tributary of the Evenlode or the Thames at Lechlade. Repeat
testing the same sites, at different times over a period of years, helps
scientists understand some of the links between nutrient levels, weather
and other varying environmental factors, and the ecological health of our
freshwater systems.
To date hundreds of volunteers, using
free water testing kits have tested and
entered over a thousand samples onto
the Freshwater Watch site and some 15
scientific publications have been based
on Freshwater Watch results as a whole.
Funding for the test kits has come from
a variety of sources over the years, we
are grateful to the Garfield Weston Trust,
Thames Water, Cherwell District Council
and Freshwater Habitats Trust, not
forgetting Earthwatch for handling and
processing the data.

The Waterblitz aims include

• Generating useful data
• Inspiring people of all
ages to engage with the
natural environment
• Stimulating discussion
on freshwater ecology
• Improving public
understanding of
scientific research
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• Past results and more information on the Waterblitz can be found on
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/communities/waterblitz/
More detailed results are on https://freshwaterwatch.thewaterhub.org
To register for the next Waterblitz, on 2nd October 2017 email
Hilary@wildoxfordshire.org.uk
Sending out water testing kits

Contact
Little Wittenham Office: 01865 407034
Roselle Chapman, Community Ecologist
roselle@wildoxfordshire.org.uk

Clare Mowbray, Communications Officer
clare@wildoxfordshire.org.uk

Hilary Phillips, Programme Manager
hilary@wildoxfordshire.org.uk

Richard Bennett, Natural Flood
Management Project Officer,
richard@wildoxfordshire.org.uk

01993 861332. Richard is based in WODC
Offices in Witney.
Sian Liwicki, Chair of trustees
sian@bothyvineyard.co.uk
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Stay in touch
Our free fortnightly Environmental Bulletin is full of local news, conservation events
talks, walks and over 50 volunteering opportunities. It is emailed to over 1,500
subscribers. Simply sign up on our website www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk
Follow us on twitter and Facebook: @WildOxfordshire

Dates for your diary
2nd October – our biannual Waterblitz – join in and test your nearest stream or pond
6th December - Wild Oxfordshire AGM “Pollinators and the landscape”

Thank you
We are grateful to our many member organisations and trustees who give
hundreds of hours of their time for free not forgetting our generous funders who
make it all possible.

Wild Oxfordshire funders include: Beard Construction, Banbury Ornithological
Society, Cherwell District Council, Earthwatch, Environment Agency, Garfield
Weston Foundation, HDH Wills Charitable Trust, Oxfordshire County Council,
Patsy Wood Trust, Smiths (Bletchington), Thames Water, West Oxfordshire
District Council, Wild Trout Trust.
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