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River Glyme Restoration Funders Day, July 2017

Funders open day, Glyme_Stratford Bridge, river restoration July 2017 ©John Pratt 2017
Over the winter of 2015/16 the Evenlode Catchment Partnership (ECP) broke ground on its first
major river restoration, on a project linking communities, businesses and conservation
organisations. A funding portfolio was created when an Environment Agency Catchment Partnership
Action Fund (CPAF) became available, enabling match-funding to be secured from Thames Water
Community Fund, the Cotswold’s Rivers Trust, Cotswold Flyfishers and the Wild Trout Trust. Local
landowners, Blenheim Estates and Paul Snell, were closely involved with the project, providing
access to the river Glyme between Stratford Bridge and Woodstock Water Meadows, and supplying
labour and materials free of charge. Smiths of Bletchingdon provided materials at a discounted rate,
and members of the Environment Agency (EA) as well as Oxfordshire and Wychwood Flora Groups
carried out species surveys before work started. And Oxford University Environmental Change
Institute (ECI) worked with a student on site, trialing a drone to record pre-restoration vegetation
density. The Parish Council at Woodstock facilitated access at Woodstock Water Meadows, where
the Wychwood Project led habitat management, infrastructure repairs and public events as part of
the project. All in all a real team effort!
On Thursday 6th July the Evenlode Catchment Partnership held an event to thank the funders and
contributors to this project, and show them the work undertaken o the Glyme, just south of
Stratford Bridge. Twenty-five people attended for presentations, including a review of the work
undertaken by the Wychwood Project at the water meadows, and a walk down to the site of the
river restoration, led by Vaughan Lewis. The event was hosted by Paul Snell, on whose land the
majority of the river restoration work took place. Paul who has known this stretch of the Glyme
since his childhood, and who was delighted to be part of the project, said:
“What the Evenlode partnership has achieved here is amazing, it’s great to see some of the wildlife I
remember from my childhood returning. I hope they can carry out many more such projects in the
catchment in future.”

Wild Oxfordshire – Comms
Glyme Restoration Funders – 6Jul2017
Approximately 800 meters of main river were enhanced by the restoration work, with ponds and
scrapes created along the river corridor. The aim of the work here was to slow flood flows, enhance
water quality and restore habitats for wildlife. The previously over-deepened, straightened river that
had been disconnected from its floodplain now has a raised bed, with clean gravel and more pool,
riffle and backwater sequences. New meanders were cut and filled with new, lower banks retained
behind hazel faggots. Sections of large woody debris (that’s tree trunks and large limbs!) were used
to help protect the new banks from erosion, trap sediment and regulate flows.
After completion of the work the EA had planted a few small clumps of water crowfoot Ranunculus
spp.; this initial introduction into the river has now increased in clump size and number. A range of
other freshwater plant species are also becoming established, including: water forget-me-not
Myosotis scorpioides, fool’s cress Apium nodiflorum and water parsnip Berula erecta. A large,
shallow scrape has developed a good layer of Charophytes, specialist colonizing algae indicative of
low nutrients and high water quality. This will be monitored to see if it’s maintained or is just the
first flush of a youthful pond. This pond was busy with dragonflies and damselflies at the time of our
visit, and prints from birds and mammals were clearly visible in the muddy shallows, indicating its
usefulness to a range of wildlife. Another pond on site has been used by the EA as an ‘ark’ site for
native crucian carp Carassius carassius, a species on the IUCN Red List of endangered species,
struggling due to loss of habitat and hybridization with other species.
Snipe, kingfisher and heron have all been observed on this stretch of the river since the restoration
took place, and when taken in combination with the improvements on the water meadows it was
agreed that the project had been very worthwhile, improving a stretch of habitat depleted by
historic changes to the river running through it.
“I just wanted to say thank you for inviting me to attend this event. I found it a really positive
experience to see what has happened on the ground and the can do attitude that you have in the
partnership and relationship with landowners, I hope it carries on in this way.”
Andy Slaney, Senior Advisor, Environment Agency

