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In People, Ponds and Water we will
achieve two overarching outcomes:
To engage many thousands of
people with activities that help them
to learn about, participate in, and
enjoy their freshwater heritage.

To make a nationally significant
difference to the protection of
freshwater biodiversity in the UK.

People, Ponds and Water
• Raising awareness of the critical importance of clean
water for protecting all freshwater biodiversity by
enabling people to use ‘quick kits’ to survey nutrient
levels across all waterbody types – Clean Water for
Wildlife
• Creating a new national freshwater network to collect
essential monitoring information on important ponds
and uncommon freshwater species – PondNet

• Supporting local people to
manage the most important
ponds and pond landscapes in
England and Wales - Flagship
Ponds

Funding:
£1.3m from HLF
£200k volunteer
contribution
£100k match funding

Thames Water for Wildlife
1. Enabling communities to access and engage with local
freshwaters through the ‘Clean Water for Wildlife’ survey
2. Continuing to engage these community groups through
additional ‘PondNet’ wildlife monitoring activities
3. Spreading the message,
by publicising and
celebrating the
freshwater and wildlife
of the Thames Water
region.
Thanks to the project over
2,700 people in the Thames
Region will have direct
engagement with local
freshwaters as well as the
knowledge and skills to
participate in their protection.

Clean Water for Wildlife
Clean Water for Wildlife is a citizen science survey that aims to
identify clean water habitats and raise awareness of the true extent
of nutrient pollution, with the ultimate aim of helping to protect
biodiversity.
Nutrient pollution is invisible so often doesn’t seem ‘real’ to people. Using
quick kits makes it possible for people to easily ‘see’ pollution for the first
time.
Compatible data: shared with partners using similar kits collected from
other clean water surveys (i.e. Earthwatch).

EarthWatch London: We just completed first map using N & P rapid
test kits to assess nutrient pollution in all water body types (ponds,
streams, rivers, lakes, ditches) across London
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Only 45 of the 330 sites surveyed quality as Clean Water for
Wildlife Sites, the majority of these were pond and lake habitats.

Thames Water for Wildlife T
(a) Provide free nutrient kits to 45 community groups and 30
schools, allowing them to undertake around 8,000 water quality
(nitrate and phosphate) tests at c.6,500 sites.
(b) Train c.60 community group leaders to act as facilitators and
mentors within their community groups, building knowledge and
confidence.
(c) Support community groups and schools with user-friendly
materials, tailored to audience type so that anyone can collect water
samples; understand what the results mean, and how they can be
used to make a difference.

PondNet
PondNet is a volunteer survey network that aims to
collect statistically robust data to identify trends in
pond quality and pond species, including uncommon
plants and animals.
Survey methodologies are standardized: compatible with
national recording schemes.

Environmental data are also
recorded: giving information that
will help to explain the reasons for
changes in biological quality, and
ultimately help to guide the
direction of freshwater policy.
-Pond quality
- Amphibians

- Rare plant and invertebrates

Monitoring biological
pond quality

High Elms Country Park Pond, Orpington SE
London
(C: 56, N: 0 P: 0)

Surveys of wetland plants, aquatic invertebrates and dragonflies in
24 ponds across the Thames Water Region – a mixture of the best
and worse! sites.

Volunteer GCN monitoring
using eDNA

Surveys of all the ponds in 38 1km grid squares across the Thames Water Region.
Including amphibian training sessions to upskill volunteers in the area who can
go on to survey other sites and other amphibian species.

Restricted plant and
invertebrate species

Surveys of c. 10-15 restricted plant and invertebrate species in known ponds
across the Thames Water Region in collaboration with LERCs and over 100
trained volunteers.

Flagship Ponds
Flagship Ponds is a network of some of the most important pond sites
in England, known to support populations of uncommon species which
would benefit from funding to undertake monitoring, management, pond
creation, etc.
We will work with local communities to develop sustainable plans for these
sites, including working with schools and local groups on citizen science
projects, bespoke to each site.
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