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Notes from the Evenlode December 2016
“ 2016 has been a year of collaboration, when the partnership has 'matured' and started to
unlock the funding that will be needed to make it a viable long-term proposition, all with the
overarching objective of improving the aquatic environment in the Evenlode catchment
which is the main objective of everything we do.” Dave Gasca, Atkins, Senior Consultant:
Water Management Consultancy & ECP hydrologist

River Glyme & Woodstock Water Meadows
The main restoration work on the Stratford bridge stretch of the river Glyme took place over
the winter of 2015/16, with stone and gravel being used to raise the river bed, hazel coppice
faggots used to form meanders and scrapes creating habitat for a range of wetland species.
In June the Wychwood Project was awarded a 5yr management contract for WWM from
Woodstock Town Council and have started work to improve the habitats on site at the same
time as engaging with local public to raise awareness with issues around water quality. Since
then there have been lots of habitat and infrastructure improvements, and an open day was
held with partner organisations on August 11th with approximately 150 attendees.
Interpretation boards will be erected on site shortly. Thanks to local landowners and
Thames Water for funding a large part of this work, and Owen Mumford staff who’ve turned
out to help pull balsam and sample water quality.

Pudlicote
Riverworks took place at Pudlicote in September and October, with funding provided by a
partnership between the EA, the landowner, TOE2 and Ian Wilkinson of Cotswolds Seeds.
The project aim was to improve in-river habitat by addressing damage caused by past
dredging activities over a reach of some 600m and work was carried out by Vaughan Lewis
of Windrush AEC Ltd.
The over-deepened bed was
elevated by up to 1.2m over
selected lengths, using over 800
tonnes of stone and gravel. The
shallow riffles created are ideal
spawning habitat for a range of
fish, as well as invertebrates and
aquatic plants. They raise the
upstream water level by 300-4—
mm, resulting in earlier “out of
bank” flow during flood events,
increased flood storage and better
hydrological connectivity between
the river and its floodplain. This
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connectivity was further enhanced by the removal of some 0.5-1m of soil deposited on top
of the banks during historic dredging operations.
Two scrapes were excavated, each approximately 30m x 20m, within the site footprint.
These were partially filled using a spring source, previously piped for some 300m under the
floodplain field. This not only provides an excellent wetland resource (snipe, pied wagtail
and grey wagtail were using the scrapes soon after filling) but also a degree of nutrient and
sediment capture from water that would previously have directly entered the river.
Previously the whole was planted with arable crops on a seasonal basis. The section of the
field within the floodplain will be planted and maintained as species-rich wet grassland.
During pre-restoration surveys a small population of water voles was discovered, previously
un-recorded at this site or indeed over much of the Evenlode catchment. Their location was
marked and avoided during all subsequent works, and the population will be monitored in
future. Botanical and river fly surveys were also undertaken by volunteers prior to the start
of work, whilst a fly-over video was taken by drone, archiving the pre-restoration form of
the river and its flood plain.
A video summary of the work can be seen on the Agricology website at
https://www.agricology.co.uk/resources/natural-resources-waste-people-skills/floodplainrestoration-arable-wet-grassland
There is potential for a further 2.5 km stretch of river to be improved at this site and the
Cotswolds Rivers Trust have successfully applied to the Thames restoration fund to facilitate
this. It’s envisaged that this work will go out to tender in January 2017, with work
commencing in Spring or Autumn depending on weather conditions.

Natural Flood Management
The Evenlode Catchment Partnership
(ECP) is working with the
Environment Agency, West
Oxfordshire District Council and local
communities to develop, coordinate
and deliver a project that integrates
Water Framework Directive
objectives with a Natural Flood
Management (NFM) demonstration
scheme. These natural solutions to
manage flood waters often require
land management changes to slow
and store run-off, which can have
multiple benefits for water quality
and habitat creation. They will also drive improvements in agricultural land management.
Wild Oxfordshire, as host of the ECP, will be employing an NFM project officer starting in
early Spring 2017. This officer will be located at WODC, working under the direct supervision
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of their Principal Engineer Laurence King. To maintain the project impetus until then the ECP
are taking on the role of liaison and project planning.
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH) teams are partnering ECP to help monitor the NFM
project outcomes. We have some funding from the Wild Trout Trust as part of their River
and Wetlands Community Days, to enable the development of a Wychwood Water
Watchers group. This group will link into the Wychwood Project network, and a Riverfly
Monitoring training session booked for 26th April 2017.

Honeydale
As Prime Minister and local MP, David Cameron visited Honeydale Farm this year to see the
simple and newly created natural flood management works there, and learn how such
schemes on farms can help prevent flood events downstream. Addressing the controversial
issue of paying farmers to flood land, the approach demonstrated at Honeydale, an
experimental farm owned by Cotswold Seeds located near Shipton-under-Wychwood, uses
less land and has a lower financial cost than other methods. Experts were on hand to
demonstrate how the simple scheme here, if replicated over a large number of farms, would
have a significant effect on the fifteen million people further down in the Thames Valley. Mr
Cameron was then taken on a walk from the spring head down past the ponds and dams to
the scrape, which gave Ian Wilkinson the opportunity to explain how, as a landowner, it is
extremely beneficial to have the ‘natural capital’ of water on the farm. Environment
Minister Thérèse Coffey, later came to see how the innovative flood management project
also created a new habitat for wildlife, as demonstrated by a pair of Barn Owls which nested
in trees by the floodland this year. Three chicks fledged and were ringed by the Wychwood
Project.

The Water-Blitz
Thanks to all the volunteers who checked the water quality of ponds, streams and ditches
across the catchment, helping to build up a water quality picture for Oxfordshire. If you still
haven’t entered your data I’d urge you to do so now, then you’ll be able see it on
Earthwatch's global water-hub at https://freshwaterwatch.thewaterhub.org/totally-thameswater-blitz. We want sites to be re-visited in April 2017, and have funding from Thames
Water to buy more kits so please make sure you let Hilary know how many sites you can
test in good time. We’re also looking for a volunteer to help map and coordinate this
project.

RiverHack 1.0 - Connecting people-land-water for healthier rivers
October saw 30 curious and energetic enthusiasts come together at the Oxford Hackspace
https://oxhack.org/ . This was a partnership event organised and delivered by Wild
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Oxfordshire, Earthwatch, AgileOx, Oxford Hackspace, CEH, and Downstreams, with support
from the Smart Oxford initiative and partners.
At the end of a very energetic Friday and Saturday, 6 teams pitched their projects to the
judges in the Dragons Den, each with a very different focus and target audience. The judges,
impressed by all 6 projects, nevertheless managed to select three for extra commendation.
Next steps will be to seek further support for all the projects that have potential for funding,
and to start planning RiverHack 2.0 – which we hope will build on the experiences and
information which we have now gathered and stored (much of it on the Smart Oxford,
Oxfordshire Open Data website: http://bit.ly/2eKNQYZ).
More detail of the hackathon and of the projects we generated are at:
http://www.resilientoxford.uk/riverhack/RiverHack.doc

Wychwood Flora and Oxfordshire Rare Plants
Group
We have been pleased to work with a number of
recording groups over the year, including Wychwood
Flora and Oxfordshire Rare Plants, at various sites
across the catchment. One site revealed a potential
specimen of the rare native Poplus nigra ssp.
Betulifolia. Material was sent off for DNA analysis, but
sadly it turned out not to be native black poplar. If
anyone in the catchment suspects they might have a
black poplar please get in touch with the Wychwood
Flora Group http://www.wychwoodproject.org/cms/content/wychwood-flora-group

Secret Creatures of the Evenlode
In July and September parents and children gathered at
Combe Mill to hunt for some of the hidden creatures
that live in and around the river Evenlode. Experts from
Oxfordshire and North Bucks Bat Groups, and
Oxfordshire Mammal Group, joined Combe Mill and ECP
volunteers and locals for a ‘meet the expert’ session
followed by a guided walk across Combe meadows.
About 60 locals visited over the two nights.
Before the event little was known about what species of
bats use the site, but the surveys revealed a possible
Brown long-eared roost, soprano and common
pipistrelles, Daubenton’s, Natterer’s, Noctule and
Barbastelle bats. We were particularly thrilled with the
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record of the Barbastelle (Barbastellus barbastellus) which is one of the UK’s rarer bats.
Steve Page, one of the Directors of Combe Mill Society, has built a web-cam using a
raspberry-pi to stream images from the river at Combe:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfuC5joE0w4

Canoes and Bats at Charlbury
A small group from the ECP teamed up with members of Oxfordshire Bat Group and
Charlbury Canoe Club to hold a test-run of a water-borne bat transect. Rivers and wetlands
are a rich source of food for bats and it was a good opportunity to introduce members of
the canoe club to this more elusive inhabitant of our river corridors. We’re waiting for the
final analysis of data but it seems that as well as soprano pipistrelles we encountered Myotis
species (could be Daubenton’s and/or natterers) and possibly a Leisler’s bat. All new records
for this area.

IN BRIEF:
ECP at Kent: Anne attended a Valuing Nature and Participatory Decision Making Conference
at the University of Kent and presented the ECP catchment work as a poster case study,
which was very well received. See the pdf here
http://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/biodiversity/river-catchments/evenlode-catchment/
ECP work was presented at several events over the year, including to a Bristol CaBA
Conference, to Woodstock Town Council and the South West Thames EA team.
Drones: As part of its Technical Excellence programme, Atkins has been collaborating with
the ECP and Cotswold Seeds, to investigate how Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) might
provide rapid assessment, integrated, low cost monitoring solutions to assess and promote
river restoration schemes. We hope Dave Gasca who has been responsible for this work will
be able to give the partnership a presentation about it next year.
NaturETrade: ECP partnered and contributed to the NaturETrade teams work at Oxford
University. Alistair from Sylva Foundation will present on this at the meeting and more
information is available here http://www.naturetrade.ox.ac.uk/
In a Nutshell: ECP work features in Sylva’s “In a Nutshell: A strategy for the sustainable
management of Oxfordshire’s woodlands and trees” with Dave Gasca having contributed
maps and information. The Evenlode features as a case study about forestry and soil erosion
risk http://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/In-aNutshell_17thNov16.pdf
Thames Water Phosphate Trials: We hope to work with Thames Water to help deliver their
Phosphorus trial in 2017.
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Many thanks to all our funders and supporters
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